VERMONT FOOD SYSTEM PLAN PRODUCT BRIEF

PRODUCT:
Agroforestry

What’s At Stake?

Current Conditions

Open elds (left) versus silvopasture (right). For additional visuals and image credits, see end notes.

Bottlenecks & Gaps

Opportunities

•

•

•

•
•

•

There is an overall lack of awareness and knowledge
about agroforestry practices, benefits, and
recommendations, including among licensed foresters
and NRCS technical service providers.
There is a lack of research, outreach and UVM
Extension services to inform others about the
agroforestry practices being adopted by some Vermont
farmers with various degrees of success. Most farmers
and service providers have never seen a functional
agroforestry system and aren’t aware of potential
outcomes, opportunities, or barriers.
There is a lack of guidance in the Use Value Appraisal
system (i.e., Current Use Program), which is one of the
barriers to adoption of integrated agroforestry practices.
There is an absence of nursery stocks, and processing
and storage facilities, to boost production and
marketing of less-common value-added products
derived from agroforestry (e.g., nuts).
While viability analyses for various agroforestry
practices exist and show good returns on investment,
infrastructure and markets are immature, small, or
lacking.

•

•

•

As Vermont agriculture continues to shift, especially
given farm succession issues and climate change, we
should consider advancing comprehensive changes
that look at ecological and economic solutions such as
agroforestry.
Single or multiple tree species can be used in
agroforestry systems, enabling farmers to minimize
market and environmental risks, and increasing
business and environmental sustainability.
Developing an agroforestry culture and industry could
create new jobs (e.g., processing, education, equipment
and tool manufacturing, distribution, maintenance,
technical service provision, etc.).
Due to agroforestry’s ability to deliver multiple
environmental benefits, it provides farms a pathway to
receive payments for ecosystem services.

Recommendations
•
•
•
•
•
•

Create a “Center of Excellence in Agroforestry” with a multi-disciplinary stakeholder team, to develop the vision, goals,
and strategy to support farms to adopt agroforestry. This Center would be hosted at a higher education and research
institution and include demonstration sites (e.g., commercially viable farms), training, and research.
Vermont NRCS should adopt Vermont-specific practice standards for the three remaining USDA agroforestry practices
of silvopasture, alley cropping, and forest farming. This enables technical assistance and NRCS funding to be unlocked for
farmers.
Create a guidance document developed jointly by the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets and Agency of Natural
Resources that clarifies the conditions under which the USDA’s five agroforestry practices, especially silvopasture, qualify
for the Current Use Program.
Provide a combination of low-interest loans and grants for on-farm diversification, including managing existing trees
and encouraging establishment and management of new agroforestry enterprises. Pair public and private institutions and
investors with farmers in search of capital to implement agroforestry practices and access to markets.
A Vermont payment for ecosystem services program should include agroforestry as a qualifying practice, and other
financial incentives should also be considered.
Support access to new markets through developing processing and storage facilities (e.g., licensed commercial kitchens
or facilities), where agroforestry farmers can bring their products for processing, dehulling and milling, refrigeration and
packaging, etc., to create value-added products.

Farm to Plate is Vermont’s food system plan being
implemented statewide to increase economic development
and jobs in the farm and food sector and improve access to
healthy local food for all Vermonters.
The Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food & Markets
(VAAFM) facilitates, supports, and encourages the growth
and viability of agriculture in Vermont while protecting the
working landscape, human health, animal health, plant health,
consumers, and the environment.
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