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WELCOME!



What is a Community Land Trust ?
History & Purpose of CLTs
How does it differ from a Conservation Land
Trust?
How does it work? Some examples
Goals of CVT CLT Landstead Elders Project

Grace Gershuny
Cooperation VT Community Land Trust
https://www.cooperationvermont.org/clt 

COMMUNITY LAND
TRUSTS (CLTs)

https://www.cooperationvermont.org/clt


“We abuse the land because we regard it as a commodity belonging to us. When we see land as a
community to which we belong, we may begin to use it with love and respect.”
—Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac (1949)

The purpose of a Community Land Trust is to create a democratic 
institution to hold land for the benefit of the community, so as to:

Remove land from the speculative market
Allow for private ownership of housing & farm or business
infrastructure
Ensure that land and housing remain perpetually affordable.

Source: Schumacher Center for a New Economics 
https://centerforneweconomics.org/apply/community-land-trust-program/resources/ 

https://centerforneweconomics.org/apply/community-land-trust-program/resources/
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They tried to bury us –
They didn’t know that we 
were seeds.

            --Mexican proverb

Recommended Resource:

David Bollier. The Commoner’s Catalog
for
Changemaking – Tools for the Transition 
Ahead. Schumacher Center for a 
New Economics. 2021
https://www.commonerscatalog.org/ 

https://www.commonerscatalog.org/








The mission of Cooperation Vermont Community Land Trust
is to reclaim the commons.

To acquire land and interests in land and property to:
i. decommodify land and remove it from the open market,
ii. provide for conservation and responsible management of land and natural 
resources, and for development of an economic base in and for the local 
community;
iii. conserve and develop, and rehabilitate housing to provide access to affordable 
decent housing for low and moderate income people;
iv. provide education, community service, and support for affordable development 
throughout the community;
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BREAK OUT GROUPS:
What land access and housing initiatives are
happening that people need to know about? 

   What do you see as the obstacles for Community
Land Trusts? Leverage points? Opportunities?

  What’s the value of CLT’s to changing systems?



Thank you for being here.
Questions?


